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                                        KA PAPA ‘OIHANA TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE PROJECT OUTLINE
                                                                          SACRED IMAGES
Course Outline
Many of our cultural traditions at the turn of the century were on the brink of extinction. The once majestic art-form of the kahuna-kālai-ki‘i was nowhere to be found at the turn of the century. Students will be introduced the world of the master carver through this community project. Our goal is to begin with a basic wood sculpture course and offer intermediate and advanced carving classes free to community members.  
Description:
·  A basic introduction to the fine art of Hawaiian sacred images and the world of the master carver who was commissioned due to his skills to create the temple images used in temple ceremonies. Students will be taught the basics of wood carving from cultural practitioners who are masters in their field. The first class is eight weeks in length. Class times are 10am to 4pm and are held every Sunday. There also is a one hour lunch period.
 Teaching method:

· Technology used in the course will consist of Power-point presentations, and web site research.
·  Hands on guided activities, printed course outlines and printed curriculum.
· Group learning and working together as our ancestors did will be part of the teaching methodology used.
· Students requiring aid or assistance will be given such aid if needed to help the student learn the methods and techniques used.
· All activities will be on a scheduled work plan and project assistants will be on hand to help keep the class and each student within the expected timeline so the project can move forward in a timely manner.
· Each class will consist of some problem solving and interaction with others.
Power-point:  All power point presentations will consist of photos, slides, and examples of carving techniques and traditional values used in ancient Hawai‘i. There will be time for students to ask questions and provide comments,
Guest Speakers:  Cultural practitioners and master craftsmen will be scheduled into the course to provide their expert opinion and knowledge to students taking the course. They will share their knowledge and techniques they learned in relation to wood sculpture.

Lectures:  Class lectures will be provided to students in print form. This will allow them to take notes and use the printed material as a guide or learning tool.

Field trips: Field trips to local temple sites and the Bishop Museum will be scheduled and coordinated based on enrollment. Students will be encouraged to bring cameras and video cameras.
Goals and Objectives:
· The main goal of the course on sacred images is to create a guild of skilled artisans, skilled in the ancient art of Hawaiian wood sculpturing techniques. And to create interest in the community to help support the need for such classes and courses.
· Another goal is to create a link between Kūpuna or elders and the youth element in our community. Elder cultural practitioners who are skilled in this art form or have knowledge of this tradition can help us (through the course) to educate our youth in the community and encourage cultural pride.
· Our main objective is to provide this form of traditional knowledge free to the community through proactive research into grants funding and donations.
· Another primary objective is to encourage communities to create similar schools of traditional knowledge in their own neighborhoods.
Student Requirements:
· Students will be required to fill out an enrollment form for each separate class taken.
· Shoes and long pants are required for all classes. Safety glasses and gloves are encouraged. 
· Students will be required to undergo several basic skill tests related to the course.
· There is a glossary of Hawaiian terms that the students are encouraged to learn.
· Students are required to show up at least 15 minutes prior to each class.
· Cell phones and smoking are not allowed in the school areas.
· The lower age limit for students is 14 years old. 
· Students under 18 years of age are required to have at least one parent attending class with them(or a letter of support)

Outline of Course Structure:     


Lessons:
1. Vocabulary: Vocabulary lessons related to wood carving tools and safety are an integral part to the course. Students will be taught by way of printed class handouts and will be asked to memorize and become familiar with terms and vocabulary used in wood sculpture techniques. These lessons will start from the first class and be ongoing throughout the course to help students learn at a comfortable pace. 
2. Materials:  Students will be trained on how to identify and locate the proper material or medium for each project. All carving implements will be provided. 
3. Layout:   Students will be taught how to draw out the basic layout and learn how to identify and create the pre-drawn image using proper proportions. 
4. Log blanks:   Log blanks used in carving will be available in several sizes to students.  Smaller images are slightly harder to carve due to their size, so the basic log used will be no taller than 18 inches high and six inches in diameter.
5. Technique:  Each student will eventually formulate their own identity as a carver and   they should acquire new skilss based on hands on teaching techniques. Therefore the techniques used in class are best considered as guidelines instead of preferred methods. This technique allows for student growth and imagination enhanced by their own individual abilities.
Class Activities:
1.  Wood grain: One of the most basic skills needed by any wood carver is the ability to identify which way the grain of the log or board runs. Students will be given several examples of woods in order to read the direction of the grain.
2. Blocking out: This activity covers the way in which a rough drawing of the proposed shape to be carved is drawn out on the four sides of the log prior to removal of material. The activity will include drawing the image out on a cardboard or paper pattern. This particular activity is crucial especially for the beginning carver.
3. Tools: During this activity students will learn how to identify various tools and mallets used in wood sculpture.
4. Sharpening: Especially important is the need for safety. A dull tool blade can lead to injury or slippage and even cause damage to a feature within a carving. Students will be shown the safe way use sharp tools and how to sharpen them safely. 
     
Course schedule:
The first basic carving class is scheduled to take eight weeks.
Resources:   Class resources will consist of the following types of materials. 
· Text books
· Articles
· News papers
· Archives
· Videos and photos
· Demonstrations
· Displays
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