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KA‛AHA HUI NA‛AUAO traditional knowledge project: Ka Papa‛Oihana

CLASS SYLLABUS:  SACRED IMAGES  Class one
Instructor: Kahu, Butch Kauihimalaihi Helemano 
Location: Waimea Valley O‛ahu

Class starts: May 2 2010 to June 27 2010
COURSE OVERVIEW
The class is the first in a series of classes featuring the sculpturing or carving of sacred temple images used in temple worship and Hawaiian religion. The unique world of the kahuna kālai ki‘i or master carver will be introduced to students who attend this wood sculpture class. 
Hawaiian language and protocols are a major part of the class curriculum that will be presented. Cultural traditions are a main focal point of the class curriculum. Hawaiian terms will be used in all phases of the project. This class is important in order to help keep dying traditions alive and to share this traditional knowledge with community members who are interested in learning Hawaiian wood sculpture and wood carving basics. 

Students attending this introductory class will be taught the basics of wood sculpture and traditions surrounding this art form as it relates to Hawaiian temple images, their use, function and unique physical style and technique used in symbolism. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

 One major learning objective is to teach the student of this class the basic introductory skills and knowledge needed to become a skilled wood sculptor or carver. The main goal of this project is to create a guild of skilled artisans. These artisans will help to perpetuate a lost art the art of the master sculptor. This project will concentrate on the techniques of the master carver of ancient Hawai‛i. The Students will have the advantage of analyzing problems presented to them in relation to the natural materials being used and chosen. They will learn how to choose the right materials for each project or subject and also learn how to identify the wood grain patterns and the subtleties of wood and the effects that moisture has on wood as it ages. 
Students will learn how to identify, evaluate and implement acquired methods and techniques that they have learned.  Students will be taught an in-depth knowledge on how to manufacture and sculpt a particular image chosen. Wood carving basics will be introduced and taught to students by master carvers who will be teaching the courses. Students will learn the basics of working with wood and how to use tools safely. The final goal is to have each student be able to master the basics in wood sculpture and design methodology.  

TEACHING METHODS

Each class will be taught by example and hands on learning. The teacher will also use power-point presentations and periodic lectures to help teach each class and the subject covered. Masters and elders in these arts will also be part of the classes as guest speakers and they will also teach traditions that they have learned related to the class and topic being studied. The role of the instructor is to help the student with hands on and even vocational skills that will be learned from the course. On the other hand the role of the student may be one of cultural preservation and perpetuation and the desire to learn a skill like wood sculpturing.

Students will be encouraged to do their own research at home. They also will have accessibility to our reference library at the school facility. Printed education materials related to the class will also be provided to each student as part of the curriculum. Text books related to the class can be purchased on-line or at local book stores if a student wishes to enhance their learning, this is completely optional and not required.

EVALUATION AND REQUIREMENTS
Each student will be evaluated on the ability to complete a certain task related to working with wood designed for a sculptured piece or project. They will be taught how to choose the correct wood for their project and also how to read the grain of the wood and also safety aspects relating to sharpening of chisels and gouges used in wood sculpture. They will be expected to block out or draw an outline for a project and remove unwanted material in the correct and safe manner before final shaping and detailed sculpting. Students will be evaluated for things like safety, artistic ability and overall knowledge related to carving and wood sculpture. At the end of the class students will be given a small log to carve a basic figure from. They will be required to block out and complete the design chosen for them based on their individual skill level.
Since no grade or passing exams are given, testing is done to help the student to further their understanding of the basics of wood sculpture. Our goal is to help and assist as well as teach a new skill to community members.
CLASS POLICIES

Students are asked to show up at least fifteen minutes prior to class starting. Students who miss more than three classes will be dropped from the student body. The lower age limit for student registration is 14 years old. Students must have shoes and no rubber slippers while working on the class project. Gloves are also required and long pants.
CLASS SCHEDULES

Classes are held every Sunday from 10:00am to 4:00pm (with a one hour break for lunch). Classes will start on May 3 2010 to June 30 2010. 
ESTIMATE OF STUDENT WORK LOAD

Students will receive a pre-cut log or board to be used as a practice medium to learn basic carving techniques using sharp tools and chisels. They will be required to draw out their design and remove unwanted material from the piece in order to begin their first basic carving. They will also be given a class on sharpening chisels and gouges and learn the basics of tool functions and use. Carving tools will be provided free to community students, students may wish to take their projects home and work on them. We encourage those who want to take their projects home, to purchase their own tool kits and mallets. 
INSTRUCTOR OFFICE HOURS AND CONTACT INFORMATION

The instructor will be on the premises during normal class hours and anyone who wishes to speak with the instructor can come in early or stay after if they have any questions that need to be addressed. The instructor will also answer any questions that a student may have during the actual construction. The instructors e-mail and phone number will be posted on the class bulletin board and also on the printed educational materials provided to each student or community member attending the class.

INVITATION TO STUDENTS WITH DISABILTIES

Any community member or student who has a disability and wants to be part of the class is welcomed to attend and watch or learn from the lectures or power-point presentations. This may require that a family member assist them to the class site. The class location is up a paved asphalt road on an incline and is a 10 minute walk from the main parking lot. Wheel chair bound community members are free to join but must make arrangements for assistance.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Cultural protocols and ancestral respect are a major concern for a class like this. We have made every effort to use Kūpuna (elders) and masters in their craft to advise and speak as guests or hold forums during the project. Historical research and archival information have been used to conduct the class and curriculum used.
HELPFUL SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS

	Book Title
	Author

	Hawaiian Resource Units
	Abbott

	Religion
	Terangi Roa (Peter Buck)

	Hawaiian Sculture
	Cox and Davenport

	Eleven Gods Assembled
	Adrienne kaepler

	 
	


